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kinds and degrees, real-estate promoters, local lawyers, local
clergymen. In the typical town all these have something of a
hand in municipal politics, which is conducted as in some sort a
public or overt extension of that private or covert organisation of
local interests that watches over the joint pecuniary benefit of the
local business men. It is a means of rewarding serviceable local
politicians with salaries and perquisites, especially the latter, and
of safeguarding the local business community against interlopers
and against any evasive tactics on the part of the country popula-
tion that serves as host to this businesslike growth. This politico-
pecuniary enterprise in municipal policy and perquisites is a case
of joint action rather than of collective action, since each and
several of the participants, overt and covert, takes part as strategist
or diplomatic agent for his own pecuniary interest.
The nature of this country town will be better appreciated if
one takes a genetic view of it. Typically it is a product and ex-
ponent of the American land system. In its beginning it is located
and "developed" as an enterprise of speculation in land values;
that is to say it is a businesslike endeavor to get something for
nothing by engrossing as much as may be of the increment of
land values due to the increase of population and the settlement
and cultivation of the adjacent agricultural area. It never (hith-
erto) loses this character of real-estate speculation. The business
men who take up the local traffic in merchandising, litigation,
church enterprise, and the like, commonly begin with some share
in this real-estate speculation. This aflFords a common bond and a
common ground of pecuniary interest, which commonly mas-
querades under the name of local patriotism, public spirit, civic
pride, and the like. This pretense of public spirit is so consistently
maintained that most of these men come presently to believe in
their own professions on that head. Pecuniary interest in local
land values involves an interest in the continued growth of the
town. Hence any creditable misrepresentation of the town's vol-
ume of business traffic, population, tributary farming community,
or natural resources, is rated as serviceable to the common good.